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CONTACT SENATORS TODAY TO SUPPORT S.B. 673, 
CONSTRUCTION VENUE BILL 

 

CAWV members are asked to call Senators TODAY, MARCH 22, to 
encourage them to vote YES on S.B. 673.  The bill is on the agenda for 
Senate Judiciary Committee at 3:00 p.m. today. 

 

The bill was developed by the CAWV Legislative Committee to mandate 
that West Virginia is the location where construction must be resolved if a 
party to a West Virginia construction contract breaches that contract.  
Virginia, Ohio and Pennsylvania have legislation that voids any language 
in a boilerplate contract that forces in state firms to resolve any disputes in 
the state where the project owner resides, thereby requiring the contractor 
or subcontractor to hire out of state counsel. 

 

Below is a fact sheet on S.B. 673 detailing the purpose of the bill and why 
legislators should vote YES.  Members can relate instances where they 
have either had to resolve a dispute in another state or decided not to take 
action due to the cost involved with litigating the claim in another state. 

 

At the end of this week’s Legislative Bulletin is a list of Senators and their 
contact information. PLEASE TRY TO CONTACT SENATORS BY 1:00 
P.M. TODAY, MARCH 22. 

 

S.B. 673: LOCATION OF CIVIL ACTIONS FOR A 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN WEST VIRGINIA FACT SHEET 

 

◼ Many construction professionals are used to seeing venue and 
choice-of-law provisions in construction contracts. For example, a 
contract might say that “the parties agree that any controversy or 
dispute arising out of this agreement shall be resolved only in the 
courts of the State of California” and that “the rights and obligations 
of the parties shall be governed by the laws of California.”  

 

◼ These provisions usually appear in the “boilerplate” language near 
the end of the contract, and typically do not attract much attention.  

 

◼ If an out of state firm or corporation builds a facility or performs a 
project in West Virginia and hires West Virginia contractors and 
subcontractors, the boilerplate language will force West Virginia 
firms to resolve any disputes in the state where the project owner 
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resides thereby requiring the contractor or subcontractor to hire out 
of state counsel.   

 

◼ The sole purpose of this bill is to mandate that West Virginia is the 
location where construction disputes must be resolved if a party to 
a West Virginia construction contract breaches that contract. 

 

◼ There may be a dispute of only several thousands of dollars, yet 
West Virginia construction firms are then faced with bringing a 
lawsuit thousands of miles away, which is expensive, time 
consuming and disruptive.   

 

◼ The West Virginia contractor or subcontractor may not have the 
ability to pay the costs associated with bringing a claim in another 
jurisdiction so they end up accepting the loss associated with the 
dispute. 

 

◼ West Virginia contractors believe there should be uniformity 
and an expectation on part of contractors and vendors that 
they will be paid for work performed. 

 

◼ This is an issue nationwide. Presently, there are 25 states that 
have adopted such language, declaring any contract language that 
mandates a civil action be brought in a location outside the State of 
West Virginia is unenforceable. 

 

◼ S.B. 673 is patterned after legislation in the states of Ohio, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and about 20 other states requiring the owner 
and contractor to agree where parties resolve a dispute, instead of 
just mandating action in another state. 

 

◼ S.B. 673 mandates disputes involving construction projects 
performed in West Virginia must be resolved by arbitration or 
litigation conducted in the State of West Virginia.   

 

◼ THE CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF WEST VIRGINIA 
(CAWV) SUPPORTS S.B. 673 

 

CONTRACTORS AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSING BILLS UPDATE 

 

The House and Senate have completed action on H.B. 2006, relating to 
the West Virginia Contractors Licensing Board, and H.B.2008, a bill 
dealing with certification for electricians, fire sprinkler fitters, plumbers and 
HVAC technicians. This bill narrowly passed the Senate by a vote of 17-
16-1. The Senate Government Organization Committee met four times 
before passing Thursday H.B. 2007 which addresses most all professional 
licensing boards including architects and engineers.  

 

H.B. 2006 removes the WV Contractors Licensing Board from the Division 
of Labor and creates it as a separate board under Chapter 30 in the State 
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Code, which is how other professional licensing boards are governed. In 
addition, it removed the requirement to hold a contractor’s license for 
commercial projects under $25,000 and residential projects under $5,000. 
The bill also eliminates the contractor license for Painting and Landscaping 
contractors at any dollar amount. 

 

In H.B. 2007, the professional community was concerned the bill would 
give out-of-state businesses a significant advantage over West Virginia 
professionals and professional firms by allowing out-of-state residents to 
be licensed if they were licensed in another state and had one year of 
experience. Amendments were offered to the bill Thursday that made sure 
a person seeking licensing in West Virginia would have to meet standards 
set for West Virginia residents. The bill now goes to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee for review. 

 

H.B. 2008 affects electricians, HVAC technicians, plumbers, and sprinkler 
fitters by changing standards and lowering the amount of experience 
required to obtain a license across the board. In its original form, H.B. 2008 
also eliminated crane operator certifications in West Virginia. However, the 
Senate put the crane repeal back into the bill. 

 

BILLS OF INTEREST 

 

There were a few state purchasing bills in Senate Gov. Org. Committee 
last week. S.B. 487 updates WV Division of Purchasing procurement and 
spending thresholds. S.B. 587 has a stated purpose to make contract 
consummation with the State of West Virginia more efficient, by clarifying 
that government officials are not permitted to enter into certain contract 
terms, and that even a signature on a contract containing those terms is 
ineffective. 

 

The West Virginia Senate on Wednesday passed a bill that combs through 
county and municipal labor ordinances and regulations to make them 
uniform to state law. S.B. 303 will prevent officials in town, city, and county 
governments from requiring businesses within their borders to pay more 
than the state-mandated minimum wage and keep them from enacting 
other labor-related ordinances that provide more pay or benefits than 
defined in state law. In support of the bill, lawmakers said it would bring 
uniformity throughout the state, so any business looking to open in the 
state will know labor regulations, regardless of where the business opens. 

 

SENATOR JEFFRIES PUBLISHES EDITORIAL ON INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

Senator Glenn Jeffries, D-Putnam, wrote a good editorial on the need to 
invest in West Virginia’s infrastructure. Senator Jeffries is president of 
CAWV member Cornerstone Interiors. Click here to read his March 17 
editorial which appeared in the West Virginia Gazette Mail. 

 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION PASSES TWO-THIRDS MARK 

 

The legislative session has passed the two-thirds mark which triggers 
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procedures for legislative activities in the final three weeks of the 60-day 
session.  Today is the last day (41st) for bills to be introduced in the 
Senate.  Last Monday was the final day for House bill introduction. On the 
47th day, March 28, all bills must be out of committee in their house of 
origin to ensure three full days for readings. The 50th day, March 31, is the 
last day to consider a bill on Third Reading in its house of origin or the bill 
is dead for this year. 

 

SENATORS CONTACT INFORMATION FOR S.B. 673  

Below is contact information for Senators. Please contact them 
TODAY and ask them to vote YES on S.B. 673. 

 

Senator Phone Number Email  

Mike Azinger (304) 357-7970 mike.azinger@wvsenate.gov  

Stephen Baldwin  (304) 357-7959 stephen.baldwin@wvsenate.gov  

Robert Beach (304) 357-7919 bob.beach@wvsenate.gov  

Craig Blair (304) 357-7801 craig.blair@wvsenate.gov  

Donna Boley (304) 357-7905 donna.boley@wvsenate.gov  

Mike Caputo (304) 357-7961 mike.caputo@wvsenate.gov  

Charlie Clements (304) 357-7827 charles.clements@wvsenate.gov  

Amy Grady (304) 357-7855 amy.grady@wvsenate.gov  

Bill Hamilton (304) 357-7906 bill.hamilton@wvsenate.gov  

William Ihlenfeld (304) 357-7918 william.ihlenfeld@wvsenate.gov   

Glenn Jeffries (304) 357-7866 glenn.jeffries@wvsenate.gov  

Robert Karnes (304) 357-7973 robert.karnes@wvsenate.gov  

Richard Lindsay (304) 357-7841 richard.lindsay@wvsenate.gov  

Mike Maroney (304) 357-7902 mike.maroney@wvsenate.gov  

Patrick Martin (304) 357-7845 patrick.martin@wvsenate.gov  

Mark Maynard (304) 357-7808 mark.maynard@wvsenate.gov  

Eric Nelson Jr. (304) 357-7854 eric.nelson@wvsenate.gov  

Rupie Phillips Jr. (304) 357-7857 Rupie.Phillips@wvsenate.gov  

Robert Plymale (304) 357-7937 robert.plymale@wvsenate.gov  

Rollan Roberts (304) 357-7831 rollan.roberts@wvsenate.gov  

Mike Romano (304) 357-7904 mike.romano@wvsenate.gov  

Patricia Rucker (304) 357-7957 patricia.rucker@wvsenate.gov  

Randy Smith (304) 357-7995 randy.smith@wvsenate.gov  

Ron Stollings (304) 357-7939 ron.stollings@wvsenate.gov  

David Stover (304) 357-7807 david.stover@wvsenate.gov  

Chandler Swope (304) 357-7843 chandler.swope@wvsenate.gov  

Dave Sypolt (304) 357-7914 dave.sypolt@wvsenate.gov  

Tom Takubo (301) 357-7990 tom.takubo@wvsenate.gov  

Eric Tarr (304) 357-7901 eric.tarr@wvsenate.gov  

Charles Trump IV (304) 357-7880 charles.trump@wvsenate.gov  

John Unger II (304) 357-7933 john.unger@wvsenate.gov  
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HOUSE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

HB 3181  Del. Riley 
Relating to Public Service Commission and 
Public Service districts 

03/16/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Judiciary 

HB 3200  Del. Sypolt 
Relating to maintenance and repair of roads 
and highways (FN) 

03/16/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

HB 3269  Del. Worrell 

To require the Department of Environmental 
Protection to assume responsibility of cost 
and permitting of dams that are deemed to 
be under state control (FN) 

03/16/21 - To the 
Judiciary then Finance 

 

SENATE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

SB 673 Sen. Swope 
Relating to venue for bringing civil action or 
arbitration proceedings under construction 
contracts 

03/19/21 - Judiciary 

SB 676 Sen. Maynard 
Requiring off-highway vehicle gas tax be 
used for state road mapping (FN) 

03/19/21 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

SB 695 Sen. Rucker 
Providing procedures for decreasing or 
increasing corporate limits by 
annexation 

03/22/21 - 
Government 
Organization 

Ryan Weld (304) 357-7984 ryan.weld@wvsenate.gov  

Mike Woelfel (304) 357-7956 mike.woelfel@wvsenate.gov  

Jack Woodrum (304) 357-7849 jack.woodrum@wvsenate.gov  

 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE BILL INFORMATION 

 

House and Senate bills can be accessed from the CAWV’s Legislative 
home page at www.cawv.org/legislative. Members can view status updates 
on bills of interest to the construction industry and see what legislation is 
introduced that affects the construction industry. A summary of each day’s 
activities will be uploaded each afternoon.  

 

Below is a list of bills that have been introduced this week that have 
an impact on the construction industry or some CAWV members. 
Anyone needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at 
(304) 342-1166 or email at mclowser@cawv.org. 
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SB 698 Sen. Clements 
Creating annual adjustment to motor 
vehicle excise tax (FN) 

03/22/21 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

SB 701 Sen. Caputo 
Reestablishing prevailing wage for 
certain state government contracts (FN) 

03/22/21 - 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance then Rules 

SB 704 Sen. Maynard 
Exempting certain persons from 
personal income tax (FN) 

03/22/21 - Finance 

SB 705 Sen. Plymale 
Creating Multi-Phase Procurement for 
Broadband Projects Act 

03/22/21 - 
Government 
Organization 
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